Volunteer Opportunities 2011-2012
FINDING YOUR NICHE AT SOUTH LOOP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Dear Friends & Families, 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you and your family to South Loop Elementary School!

South Loop is our school—we are a community. Our students’ successes are due to the steadfast dedication and involvement of our families, faculty and staff. 

In 2009, the Volunteer Task Force (VTF) was created and in 2011 the group changed their name to Volunteer Coordinators. The Volunteer Coordinators are a group of parents tasked by the administration to coordinate and maximize parent volunteer involvement in support of South Loop School. While much of the work the coordinators do is behind the scenes, their role is an important one.  Volunteer Coordinators work directly with the chairs of various committees (Safety Patrol, Cafe Crew, Room Parents, Green Initiatives, etc.) to recruit, manage and organize volunteers 

We have created this Volunteer Opportunities document -- “Finding your Niche” -- to introduce the programs, events and activities planned for the 2011-2012 school year. 

You each possess unique talents that are valuable to the South Loop community. We hope this Volunteer Opportunities document will be a useful tool to help you find your niche at South Loop
Elementary School!


Sincerely,


Tara Shelton, Principal


2011-2012 VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS
Rebecca Armatis-Furr
Michelle Charles
Christine Greiner
Sherri Murphy
Charone Ousley
Janelle Peterson
Charlene Reynolds

You can contact any volunteer coordinator by e-mailing slsvolunteers@gmail.com.

2011-2012	SOUTH LOOP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION				
Main Building (Grades 1-8) 	1212 S. Plymouth Court Chicago, IL 60605	773.534.8690
Administrative Office Hours: 8:00am – 3:00pm

Branch Building (Pre-K & K)	1915 S. Federal Court Chicago, IL 60616		773.534.9066
Administrative Office Hours: 10:00am – 6:00pm

SLES Website:					www.southloopschool.net
SLES Official Email Blasts Address:		southloopschool@gmail.com 

The email blast is the primary form of official communication from SLES. You must sign up to receive these emails and may do so by filling out a form in the Main Office of the Main or Branch buildings or by contacting the Room Parent for your student’s room. Once you are signed up, please be sure that this email address is added to your address book so it will not be inadvertently delivered into your Spam or Junk Mail folder.

Are you ready to Volunteer at South Loop School? 
We need your help and look forward to welcoming you to participate in any of our many and diverse volunteer opportunities. The first thing we ask is that you complete the Volunteer Interest Form each school year. Please download the form and submit to the school office. 
http://www.cps.edu/Pages/CommunityresourcesVolunteeropportunities.aspx  
Then you will be ready to go! 

Volunteer Opportunities
Following is a list of the volunteer opportunities available for the 2010-2011 school year. The opportunities are grouped by general category including: 

Family & Community Involvement 
Classroom& Administrative Support
Outdoor & Extracurricular Opportunities 
Event Fundraising Team Efforts

If you are interested in any of these opportunities or have other suggestions, please email slsvolunteers@gmail.com.


Event Fundraising Team Efforts

Spring Benefit Committee—Are you a great party planner? 
Participate in planning & coordinating the largest annual gala event of the year, traditionally held at an offsite downtown location.
(Planning Committee from September 2011 – May 2012)
Volunteer Coordinator: Charone Ousley
Event Coordinator:  Pending

Scholastic Book Fairs—Do you LOVE books? 
Assist in set-up, staffing and breakdown of the bi-annual book fair. Spend time with our students at the Main & Branch buildings and help them choose their new favorite books while raising funds to support our school.  
Fall 2011 & Spring 2012  
Volunteer Coordinator: Charlene Reynolds
Event Coordinators: Carrie Lawlor, Veena Ramaiah

Innisbrook Fundraiser—Wrapping Paper, Holiday Gifts, Chocolates, Magazines & MORE!!!
Assist in kick-off, décor, student prizes, collection and distribution of product for the annual sale great products!
(Sales Period: September 14 – October 4, 2011  Product Delivery & Distribution – November 16, 2011)
Volunteer Coordinator: Michelle Charles
Event Coordinators: Ellen Lorden, Laurie Ach







Family & Community Involvement 

Family Involvement Group (FIG) - Plan and coordinate quarterly social events aimed at increasing social involvement and networking within the South Loop School community through Family Fun Nights & much more. 
South Loop Around the World, Fall Festival, Literacy Night, Math Night, School Winter Dances
Volunteer Coordinator: Christine Greiner
FIG Chairperson: Emily Farr

Kindergarten Picnic—Assist in planning and staffing the annual kindergarten picnic, where current kindergarten students & families welcome incoming kindergarten students & families to South Loop School. (June 9, 2012)
Volunteer Coordinator: Charone Ousley
Event Coordinator: Rebecca Armatis-Furr

Kindergarten Transition Ceremony – Assist the teachers in coordinating the ceremony & organizing the potluck lunch buffet. June 11, 2012
Volunteer Coordinator: Sherri Murphy
Event Coordinator: Pending

Back to School Picnic—Assist in planning and staffing the annual picnic. This is a great opportunity for families and staff to mingle and have fun at the school playground and/or gym at the Main Building. 
September 10, 2011 - 11:00am-2:00pm
Volunteer Coordinator: Michelle Charles
Event Coordinator: Gwen Newton

End of Year School PBIS Carnival—Assist in planning and staffing the annual carnival to reward students for following the South Loop Way throughout the school year. 
(June 13, 2012- 9:00am – 3:00pm)
Volunteer Coordinator: Charlene Reynolds
Event Coordinator: Ridda Thearriault

Yearbook—A venture that begins at the onset of the school year and continues
throughout the year, concluding in June with sales & distribution. Photographers, Design &
Layout Team and Organizational Support are central to its success. Volunteers this year will work with students in the Beta Club and Journalism Club. Help make your student’s yearbook memorable. (Ongoing)
Volunteer Coordinator: Charone Ousley
Event Coordinator: Vivian Lee


Classroom & Administrative Support

Café Crew—Assist cafeteria staff at the Main Building and teachers at the Branch Building by helping students navigate the lunch line, opening containers, peeling & chopping fruit. Room parents will coordinate volunteers, if requested by teacher, for Kindergarten lunches.

(Monday thru Friday, 10:50am–11:45am at Main Building, 11:35am–12:05pm at Branch
Building—Split Shifts are available -volunteers can choose single day, week or month
per schedule.)
Volunteer Coordinator: Charlene Reynolds
Event Coordinator:  Pending



Career Day—Presentation or demonstration of your career/field to students during Career Week in
conjunction with the School Counselor. All careers are welcome!
(May 31, 2012)
Volunteer Coordinator: Charlene Reynolds
Event Coordinators: Deb Knupp, Kathy Smith

Lost & Found/Uniform Resale—Coordinate monthly sorting and claiming of students’
lost items then distribute unclaimed items to charitable organization.
Collect gently used uniform items, sort and organize for resale.
(Ongoing throughout school year—one time per month.)
Volunteer Coordinator: Christine Greiner
Event Coordinator: Laura Ivaldi

Room Parents – Serve as a resource for classroom parents about school information and act as a liaison between the parents and the teacher. Encourage classroom parents to get involved and volunteer within the school. 
(Ongoing throughout the school year.)
Chairperson: Jennifer McCrea

Outdoor & Extracurricular Opportunities

Safety Patrol—Assist with student drop-off in the morning by opening car doors and ushering students toward the front door and helping to regulate pick-up traffic flow in the afternoon.
(Monday thru Friday, 8:30–9:05am and/or 2:30–3:00pm at Main Building and 8:00–
9:00am at Branch Building. Split Shifts are available—volunteers can choose single day, week or month per schedule.)
Volunteer Coordinator: Janelle Peterson
Event Coordinators (Main): Steven Carlson, Elisa Ziegler
Event Coordinator (Branch): Sabrina Wing


Green Initiatives— Are you green? Would you like to help our community, our school and our Earth?
Organizing the bi-annual Clean & Green of the school grounds and park to foster improved landscaping and maintenance of school grounds and community relations. Working on “Green Initiatives” in support of the school, students and community. (October 15, 2011 and Spring 2012)
Volunteer Coordinator: Michelle Charles
Event Coordinator Clean & Green: Sharon Malloy
Event Coordinator Green Initiatives” Mark Raulston

Extended Day Enhancement—Host a club or oversee an activity in South Loop School’s after school program.
(For Example: Conservation, journal writing, photography, robotics, golf, tennis, soccer, guitar, jazz band, art, Girl Scouts -  Daisy, Brownie, Junior & Cadette, Cub and Boy Scouts, mentoring, etiquette, etc.)
(Monday thru Friday, 3:00pm – 6:00pm)
Volunteer Coordinator: Rebecca Armatis-Furr
Event Coordinator: Mitch Hendrickson









Event Fundraising Team Efforts

BoxTops for Education  - Clip those Box Tops!
Every time you buy a participating product from General Mills, Nestle, Betty Crocker and many more just clip the Box Top and return it to South Loop School. SLES earns 10 cents for each BoxTop submitted through this program. Box Top drop boxes are located in the entrance of both the Main & Branch Buildings. 
All Year Long
Volunteer Coordinator: Michelle Charles
Event Coordinator: Pending

Campell Soup Labels for Education – Cut out the Labels!
Campbell soup and a variety of other product labels earn 1 or 5 points per item submitted. The points can then be redeemed by SLES for items in the Arts, Athletics & Academics.
All Year Long
Volunteer Coordinator: Michelle Charles
Event Coordinator: Pending

Target Red Card – Do you SHOP at Target? Then you can help South Loop School!
Target’s Take Charge of Education Program allows anyone to donate 1% of purchases to South Loop Elementary School just by signing up for a Target Red Card. Many options available – link to your own checking account, a Target Debit Card, or a Target Credit Card. 
All Year Long


Volunteer Interest

If you are interested in volunteering for the 2011-2012 school year, please e-mail the Volunteer
Coordinators with your interests to slsvolunteers@gmail.com.

Please fill out the CPS Volunteer Application form as soon as possible to facilitate your
volunteer involvement. Volunteers will not be able to begin their volunteer activities until
the CPS Volunteer Application is submitted and a background check is completed.
You may download a form at the CPS website and return to the school office in either the Main or Branch
Buildings.

http://www.cps.edu/Pages/CommunityresourcesVolunteeropportunities.aspx


Thank you for your support of South Loop Elementary School!!
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